Hello, MAGC & Friends

TGt is it You leam that a seat belt
e TITakeS a pretty good branding iron. The
temperature drops below 95 F and you feel
chilly. . You discover that in August it only takes 2
fingers to steer your car. Yol discover that you can
get sunburned through your car window . The birds
hiave to use pot holders to pull worms out of the
ground.. Farmers are feeding their chickens
crushed ice to keep them from laying hard-boiled
eqgs. . Cows are giving evaporated milk.

Ok, Ok, [ think you get the idea. 've been
heanng all kinds of little quips like these in the past
few weeks  some are pretty darn humorous, but the
fact is, farmers and gardeners find weather like we
are having to be quite._well, let's just say,
disappointing.

Wiaterng chores are what will eat up your garden
time this month. As alwgys-materdeeste-and
occasionally, ratef than shallow and often.

an annweEl flower or vegetable is struggling, at
this point, just pull it up and pitch it into the compaost
pile.

If a perennial is sickly or looking otherwise awiful,
cut it backto just a few inches. It will come back
this year or next sprnng with healthier growth.

Lawns are brown and have gone domant. You
hiave two choices: Allow it to continue in its
dormancy by not waternng, or bring it out of
dormancy with good, regular waterings. The one
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voll won't want to do is to repeatedly bring it out
of dormancy. This is a very stressiul situation for turf

grassiyorre ooy To water, keep up with the
wiatering.
It's more economical and better for the environment

regularly waterAaur largest investments such as
trees, shrubs, flowers and vegetables - things that
will not come back if allowed to die off.

Be sure to water yourself along the way. Keep
hydrated, wear sunscreen, a hat and perhiaps long
sleeves to prevent sunburn. It's very easy to get sun
or heat stroke in this weather.

Gardeners are starting to harvest their garden
crops. Many fruits, peppers, and sguash are in
abundance. Think about the less fortunate when you
have too many vegaies! We Care is opening their
doorto more and more households in need of
assistance.

Be sure to take some of those extra zucchinis,
tomatoes, cukes, squash, beans, ity Elc. to Ve

are at 520 llinois Ave, MATmis during regular
office hours. Call them at 815-942-6389 for more
information. And thank vou for your generosity!

"He who shares the joy in what he's grown spreads
joy abroad and doubles his own "

"Tomatoes and oregano make it [talian, wine and
tarragon make it French. Sour cream makes it
Fussian, lemon and cinnamon make it Greek. Soy
sauce makes it Chinese; garlic makes it good.” ~
Alice May Brock




August in the Garden

Dog Days of Summer can be one of the driest times of the
year, S0 make sure your garden stays well watered. Itwill need
1to 1 1/2 inches of water per week, Some cortaingrs may
require twice a day watering on especially hot days like we've
been hawing. If the soil in containers dries out and begins to pull
away from the sides, water slowly and repeatedly, pushing the
s0il back in place as it abhsorbs moisture.

Continue to deepwater trees and shrubs if rainfall is sparse
with a couple of gallons per treg per week.

“ou can startyour fall crops such as beets, carrots, ettuce,
and broceoli.

Start to plan for your planting of fall bulbs. The bulb catalogs
will begin to it your mailbox this month it they haven't already.
You hawe until show 15 on the ground to get them planted, but
the earier, the better,

Daylilies may be dug and divided this month. After digging,
divide them by gently pulling the divisions from the clump. Each
division should have at least 3 stems with roots attached. Cut the
foliage back to 6 inches and replant. Water well at first then
keep the soil moist, but not wet so the roots will take.

Prune out raspberies and blackbemy canes that bore fruit this
wear. They will not bear again.

Cut back the flower stalks of perennials that have finished
bloaming.

you'll want to make note of which roses preformed well this
wear and which onesyou'll want to replace in the spring. Stop
ferilizing roses after the 15th of this month for the rest of the
growdng season so the plants can toughen up forwinter.

Lightly shear straggly-looking alyssurm and lobelia plants to
encourage a new round of bloom s when the weather cools.

Avoid pruning evergreens when it's so hot. Also, pruning
them in the fall will encourage fresh new growth that may get
nipped ty winter's cold. 1t's best atthis point twait until next
spring.

And keep deadheading! For the most fiowers and tidiest
garden, deadhead daily.

Oatmeal Soap

Tum wour leftover soap slivers into oatmeal soap! Gather
ingredients: 1/2 cup regular oatrmeal, 1/2 cup small soap pieces,
1-1/2 tablespoons cooking oil, and 1 tablespoon water. Put the
snap slivers into a plastic bag and pound therm into small
chunks. Putthe chunks into a blender, add the oatmeal, and
pulse until grairy. Pourinto a bowl and add the oil and water.

M with your hands, remaoving ary remaining bigger chunks of
soap. Shape the mixture into a ball and et sit until hard, about 2
hours. Be sure towash the blender thoroughly to remove the
soap residue.

Giggles & Groans

Litte Susie; "l don'twant to eat this sguash."
Moy "Bt it's good foryou, daring "
Little Susie: "But | don't LIKE it!"

Moy "vou like pretending. Wy don'tyou pretend it's ice
CrEam 7"

Little Susie: "winy can't | just pretend its goneg?”

Going Green

Doyou tremble when you open your marthly uglity bills? I so,
it's probably time for an energy audit— an assessmernt of your
home's energy efficiency. Energy audits help you to identify
problem areas, like leaky ducts or ill-Atting windows, where
heated or cooled air escapes. To conductyour own energy
audt, walk through the house and closely examing the areas
around outets, hasehoards, window and doar frames, fireplace
dampers, pipes and attic hatches, IF air can flow through these
places, they need caulk orweather stripping.

A professional auditor will go into greater detail using
state-of-the-art technology (o examine your house room k' room .
Professional energy audits by cerified contractors may be
necessary if you plan to take advantage of state or federal
energy efficiency home improvement incentives, so consult the
Database of State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency to
find informaton about incentives and requirements in your area.

Whoever loves and understands a garden will find contentrm ent
within. - Chinese Provert

Symbolic Meanings of Herbs,
~ Flowers and Trees

Warjoram Joy, happiness

Wint Eternal refreshiment

hlorning glory Affectation

il asturtium Patriotism

Oak Strength

Orange blossom chastity, purity and Iovelingss
Oregano Substance

Pansy Thoughts

Parsley Festivity

Pine Hurmility

Poppy, red Consolation

red chrysanthermum means | love you
Rose Love

Rosemary Remembrance

Rue Grace, clear visian

Sage Wisdom, immaortality



Royal Purple Smoke Tree

(Cotinus coggyagria)

Growth Rate: Moderate tofast Zone: 59
Site Requirements: Full sun - partial shade (purple in full sun),
humus-rich, maist, well drained soil

Foliage: Rounded leaves on long stems open pinkish brorze,
tums yellow, red and purple infall. Pink flower plumes in early
summer N o L
Form: Rounded to ogen, often mult-trunked s
Height: 15' - 20'

Pruning: To keep the plant shrub-like, cut
all stems back towithin 2-3 buds from the
base, annually, in early spring. For growing
as atree, inlate winter to early spring,
rermove only crossing orwayward stems to
maintain a healthy frame.

Arugula

Arugula (aka arugola, rocket,
roquette, nigula, Italian cress or rucola)
is anaromatic, peppery salad green and
o8 |5 grown for it's leaves, flowers and
§ seeds, The leaves and flowers are used
By raw 0 salads, sandwiches arcan be
sautéed or cooked in pasta. The seeds
are often used a flavoring inoils.

Happy Birthday
ﬂﬁ

Fr’

Celebrating tirthdays this month are Temnd
Heynon the 2nd, Juarte Pezze on the 3rd,
Francine Ciotti on the 15th, Bill Marse an
the 22nd and Ginry Bellamy on the 27th.
Happy day to you alll

How to Freeze Kale

If you hawe more kale than wou can possibly eat in a week, you
can freeze it for future use. Boil a pot of water far blanching.
Wyash your fresh kale and fold in half and cut off the stalk; discard
stalk and cut across the leaf to cut into bite-sized pieces. When
you have a goodly amount of cut kale, place in a pot of bailing
water. Settimer for 2 minutes. Remove with tongs and
immediately place hlanched kale into a pot of iced water.

Repeatwith next batch. Drain iced kale then take each leaf and
spread out onto clean dish towel to dry. Place each piece an a
cookie sheet and place in freezer for approx. Y hour to freeze.
Then place in Ziploc bags. Frozen kale can be saute'd with
fadic and olive ail for a side dish or added to soups and/or
casserales. — Oryanic Gardening

Wihen you finish reading the newsletter, go outside and work in
the dirt.

1 large or 2 small shaliots, thinly slicer
i1 clove garlic, chopped

sl i S, e and A

Toasts:
1 (1-pound) loaf ciatatta bread, trimmed and cut into 14 (142

inch thick) slices 1

Olive ail, for drizzling

1 garlic clowe, hakved

Topping:

3 tablespoons olive oil

1 pound extra-large shrimp, peeled and deveined
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper

3 Roma tomatoes, chopped

144 cup i hite wine

1/4 cup low-sodium chicken stock

:'.-3 tablespoons chopped fresh tarragon |eaves

1 packed cup arugula, chopped
142 cup mascarpone cheese, at mom temperature
Directions

Toasts: FPutan oven rack inthe center of the oven. Preheat
the ovento 400 degrees F. Arrange the bread slices in a single
layer ona baking sheet and drizzle with olive oil. Bake until light
galden, about 10 minutes. Cool for 2 minutes. Rub the warm
toasts with the cut side of the garlic. Set aside.

Topping: Ina medium skillet, heat 3 tablespoons of oil over
medium-high heat. Add the shallots and ganic and cook, stirring
frequently, until soft, about 2 minutes. Season the shrimp with
salt and pepper to taste and add them o the skillet. Cook until
the shrimp are pink and cooked through about 3 t0 4 minutes.
Rermowe the shrimp and chop into 1/2-inch pieces. Set aside,

In the same skillet, add the tomatoes and season with salt and
pepper to taste. Cook over medium-high heat until the tomatoes
start to soften, about 4 minutes. Turnthe heatto high. Add the
wine and scrape up the brown bits that cling to the bottom of the
panwith awooden spoon. Cookfor 2 minutes. Stir inthe stock
and cook until most of the liquid has evaporated, about 2
minutes. Remove the pan from the heat and add the tarragon,
anigula, mascarpone cheese, and chopped shrimp. Stir urtil the
mixture is creamy. Spoon onto the toasts and drizzle with the
sauce.

Whien is watermelon ripe? When the stem curds and tums
frowen and the place where the melon touches the ground tums
yellow, it's ready. Rap itwith your knuckles and listen for a dull,
holloer sound.

OMCE AGAIN MAGC is inneed. We are looking for a new
program director and vice president. Some of you new members
would wark beatifully in these positions. There is a lot of
asgistance, 50 youwon't e alone in your endeavar. We're
[ooking for news ideas and new blood, 5o please step up.



Did You Know?

Allthe way back in August of 1793 - The Lowre in Paris had
its grand opening. 1833 - With & population of less than 200,
Chicago, llinoiswas incorporated as a village., 1948 - Allen
Funt's "Candid Camera" made its television debut. 1985 - "Like
avirgin by Madonna became the first solo album by 2 female
artist to he certified for selling five million copies. Centipedes eat
grubs, slugs wood lice and leather jackets. You can tell the
difference between centipedes and millipedes by the number of
leqs on each segment. A centipede has ane pair, a millipede has
two. Cormic book publishing giants karvel and DG can bath
chum out whiz-bang senalized advertures, but they disagree on
one wvery important aspect of a Super Hero's arigin, Marvel sets
all its characters in real cities (Mew “ork, Los Angeles, etc). DC
Comics, however, chooses to keep the fantasy alive with places
like Batman's Gotham City and Superman's WMetropolis.
Two-digit Interstate numbers are designed to let drivers know the
general direction of the highway. I the Interstate has an odd
number, it runs north-south. Interstates with even numbers run
eastwest. Even though he hated their taste, Mel Blanc insisted
on chewing real carrots to provide the chomping sounds far
cartoon character Bugs Bunny. The dishwasherwas invented
by Josephine Cochrane— a socialite who was tired of senvants
breaking her expensive dishes. Sooo, now you kKno .

Dust

Where does dustcome from? A ot of it comes from people.
Although we may not see it, our shoes bring in Gy dirt particles
that become airborne a5 we travel from room to room . Our
bodies also produce dust-- almost & pound per person peryear
- inthe form of dead skin cells we shed (which in turn support
microscopic dust mites). Cigarette smoke and cooking odors are
actually made up of tiny particles that eventually settle as dust

Actual Newspaper Headlines

Farmer Bill Dies inthe House

Lung Cancer inWomen Mushrooms

If the Rain Doesn't Stop soon, 1T Last for a wWhile
Deer kil 17,000

Enraged Cow Injures Farmer with Ax

Stolen Pumpking Found by Tree

Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures

Man Struck By Lightning Faces Battery Charge
Thieves Steal Carn, Charged with Stalking

Thank You

Thank you to Bill and Sue Morse and Esther Ritke for allowing
WMAGC to take a private tour of their gandens in July.  Tharks
alsoto Esther for the refreshments.

Natural Pest Control

Birds are a major cortributor to bug control, so keep your yard
friendly to them . Fregs are great nocturnal feeders, and desvour
incredible numbers of pests, including slugs. Dragonflies feed on
flying insects, and their larvae feed on mosguitawrigglers. ( In
just 30 minutes, the Odonata dragonfty can eat its own weight in
some of the fastest flying and most predatory of insects! ) Other
good bugs include Ladybuygs, which feed on aphids, mealy bugs,
scale and other small insects, and Centipedes, which consume
slug and snail eggs, and fruit iy pupa. The Praying Mantis stalks
and devours all types of problerm insects. Spiders are all
predatary, and are very beneficial to the garden. Wasps are
nearly all either insect predators or parasitoids, and wery
important in pest control.

Repairing Dog Damage

Repair brown spots in the lawn caused by dogs by digging
out the dead grass and roots with a spade, fill the holes with
topsoil, and rake it through. Then spread grass seed over the
topsoil as recommended onthe package. Rake it lightly and
mulch with a thin layer of straw or salt hay. Waterwell for four to
s weeks. Don't compost the clumps you dug out, they could
contain harmful by-products. A better solution is to train your dog
to use only one area of your [awn where you have [aid out bark
mulch, kithy litter, or ancther absorbent material. Change the
material as needed.

Next Meeting

The annual MAGC field trip is August 16th. This yearwe will
head to Genewva, IL to tour the Peck Farm Butterfly House. The
costfor entry is only $2 per persan.

We'll meet in the park n ride next to Dairy Queen on Bt 47 at
8:00 a.m. and leave at 815 for the hour drive to Geneva . We'll
ask evenyone to pitchin a couple bucks each to help with gas for
our drivers. Guest are welcome. See information regarding Peck
Farm at http: e yelp comibizqeck-famm-park-geneyva.

MAGC Officers

Fresident Debhie Ritke: 815-258-4342
“ice President. HELP NEEDED
Secretary. Pam Coley. 813-212-0272
TreasureriGarden Walk Chair,

Micole Chapling 815-941-0981

Frogram Chair HELP NEEDED
Hostess Chair Anne Peacock 815-342-1006
Historan/Scholarship Chair Ginry Bellamy: 815
Mewsletter Editor, Web Administrator: Pam Cole
815-212-0272 pamc@marrisareagardenciul.com
See you next month!




MAGC ionsors

Business & Residential Service
Computer Repair & Suppert
) T Virus & Spyware Removal
‘sz T R
-l Wired { Wiraless Nehvorking
dr. megahyie
www.dectormeyahyte.com
[ 875.941.0344
& drmb@dnctormegabyte.com Adam Meade, Owner

Pam's Tiers of Joy
Unique Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies for All Occasiens
Pam Coley, Owner/Cake Artist
Phene: &15-212-0272
Fax: 815-416-(126
Email: '_am_Pam_(O@{yakoo.com
www.pamstiersofjoy.webs.com

Facebook

-Naturally Giown égetabio and Hets Pants'
Annuals -Perennals -Hanging Basksls -Shiub Roses

Come Teite auf Frash MHomemade Fusys in the Fudge Smoppe

(BE5TA 12503
(Fanj815-F29- 2682
' LoD nwoadfanms net

Susan Sege
1230 5 Wbt Road. st Ml
Acropg bom Mannidg

THANK YOUL

| Garden Center
Spnng BIUff ‘ lonal Landscaping
Nursery, INC.  -Trees & shrubs
R s e -Perennials, natives &
A e e \hard-to-find plants.
s L

4IW130NOrriSRoad .t -
sugar Grove, lllinols 60554 !

www. springbluffnursery.com

coLDWeLL
BANKGR

HONIG-BELL
1222 N. Diviglon St
Morris L 80450 —

G
Deborah Ritke, Realtor

Broker Associate
Cell (815) 258-4242
E-mail: cebbie@debritka.com
www. debritke.com

8156591262 Phoae
815.659.3159 Fax

PO 0RNBAKER

G A RDENS

129371 |40 M. Avenve mad@harnbakergardens.com
Frinceton, IL 81358 www horbakergardens com

RCH & EATHY HORMBAKER

PHONE B15-722-31353
FAX B15.723.6605

Green Glen Rursery,Inc.

<

JOHN JECHA

2413 LARAWAY BRDAD
JOLIET, ILLENOIS 60433
[jeeha & peimal et



